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It is difficult to determine the earnings of weavers. In
the first place, the evidence is scanty and most of it comes °fweaver*
from the eighteenth century. In the second place, a weaver
was paid by the piece, and piece-rates depended upon the
character of the cloth ; this explains the variations between
one district and another, and within one and the same
district. In the third place, the piece-rates do not represent
the net earnings of a weaver—he was paid a gross sum from
which various deductions had to be made for the cost of
the materials used in the manufacture of the cloth, such as
glue, candles and the rest. In the fourth place, the time
expended on weaving a piece of cloth depended upon circum-
stances which were often beyond the weaver's control, for
instance, the quality of the yarn and the condition of the
weather. In the fifth place, the weaver was not assured of
constant employment, and to determine his wages we ought
to be better informed than we are as to the average amount
of unemployment year by year. Lastly, it is not enough to
state the ' nominal * wages of the weaver; we must also
know what were his 'real' wages, that is, the purchasing
power of the money he received ; but the purchasing power
of money at different periods constitutes one of the most
elusive problems in economic history, and vague generaliza-
tions on this point are more misleading than illuminatingla.
We have said enough perhaps to show the difficulty of any
investigation in this subject, and the care which must be
exercised in interpreting whatever material is available l.
In the year of the Armada a Yorkshire weaver was
earning barely fivepence a day, and a century later his wages
had scarcely risen in spite of the advance in prices due to
the influx of American silver. In a trial of 1676 it was
asserted that " weavers of cloth can hardly earn fivepence a
10 For workers* budgets, see infra, p. 392, notes 3 and 4.
1 The rolls of an English, nunnery (temp. Hen. VI.) throw some light
upon the wages paid to artisans in the cloth-making industry in the
fifteenth century. " Paid to Roger Rede ... for hiring him to weave
77 ells of woollen cloth for the livery of the servants 35. 5d. Paid to a
certain shearman for shearing the same cloth, I4|d. Paid to the wife of
John Howedelowe for fulling the said cloth 33. 5d.": Hist. MSS. Comm. ii.
120. Assuming that the weaver did ten to eleven ells a week (as in the
eighteenth century : Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 8, 12-13) his wages
would amount to about sixpence a week.
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